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The'Reign of Aurangzeb (1707)

Aurangzep Seizes Control

In 7.657 Shah Jehan fell seriously ill. This presented a serious problem for the -
Empire as he had four sons, all of whom were of mature age, were all Governors
portant parts of the Empire and had large armies available. They all wanted
to be

of im

the emperor! 'Wh'en' it-appeared that Shah Jehan was dying, they began

But could he establish himself in power? It seemed that he could not because
in 1658 two of his brothers, Murad and Aurangzeb, joined forces and defeated
Dara Shikoh’s army. But then Shah Jehan recovered and ordered his sons not

to march on Agra. Aurangzeb replied that his father had lost control and it was
important that he, Aurangzeb, take over and re-establish order. In May 1658 he
defeated the Imperial army, led by Dara Shikoh and took his father prisoner.

Shah Jehan was allowed to remain in Agra until his death in 1666, where he
was buried in the Taj Mahal.
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to 'jostlg for power. Two of them, Shah Shuja and Murad, actually had coins »
Stryck in"their name showing them as the new Emperor.-However,-the -eldest -
son, Dara Shikoh, was thought to be the emperor's preferred successor.
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After defeating the Imperial army Aurangzeb t

Emperor.
an had left the empire larger and more peaceful than at g
y

Although Shah Jeh
b was soon finding that my,
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other time in its history, this did not last. Aurangze

myzeh
of his time (and money) was spent fighting.
e There was a war against the Rajputs from 1679-81 and rebellions by t;

E_f‘fﬁi?’?d_,the\ Satnamis in Mewar and the Jats in Gokal.
« Since Aurangzeb was keen to extend his Empire northwards, he also had {
fight a toeugh campaign against Pathan tribes in the North West Frontie?
m\ e Perhaps most costly for Aurangzeb was the campaign.
¢ fought against the Maratha tribe in the Deccan. Thg
' Maratha leader, Shivaji, was originally defeated in 165
and brought as a prisoner to Agra. However, he

'UNJ;B : )
s escaped and was soon back in the Deccan leading th
e fight against Aurangzeb. Even after 25 years of fightine
Aurangzeb had not subdued the Marathas. H g
RAJASTHAN however, almost emptied - e had,
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N, Empire, by the time of his death in 1707 i o
o Ahmadnagar than it had ever b i Tias e
g : een, stretching from Kashmir to th
arnatak and Gazni to Chittagong. a
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Aurangzeb’s Reforms

KEY Histori o .
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Mosque at Delhi, which was built for his private prayers)The t aAMGus Peg|
Aurangzeb’s heavy spending meant that, by his death’in 17087xes "€sulting from
an unpopular ruler)Aurangzeb was 89 years rip
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old when he died and .

the Empire for almost fifty years. He achieved much, but it s ajeq true rh‘.a,d fUled
his reign, the start of decay in the empire could be seen, E\@ > ek, during
20 | SOURCE A

aurangzeb keeps the tast on Fridays and during the period of Ramadan. He does not eat forbidcan
meats and does not listen to music. In his court, no wicked talk, no backbiting or lying is allowsd.

This is an extract from ‘The History of Aurangzeb® written by an official in his court in 1668.
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Aurangzeb says: _ o
Mykir?;dom is now full of mosques instead of the most hideous temples. Instead of poisonous inns and

brothels we find groups of holy men'.

» . A e
But despite what Aurangzeb says in his kingdom every day the most monstrous crimes in the world ar
committed! »
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' o ia 's rei book called
This was written by an Italian who visited India during Aurangzeb’s reign and wrote a

The History of the Mughals’, S i~
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The Effectiveness of Aurangzeb’s 2 e
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Aurangzeb had become emperor by defeatind "= 104 the EMP
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